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PRISON POPULATION — ADULT STATISTICS 

4884. Mr F.M. Logan to the Minister for Corrective Services 

I refer to the unprecedented increase in prison overcrowding under the current Government, and I ask: 

(a) what is the current adult prison population; and 

(b) what number (expressed both as a raw figure and percentage) of adult offenders entering prison 
between 1 November 2009 and the present time:  

(i) have a diagnosed mental illness;  

(ii) are intellectually disabled;  

(iii) have, as a component of their sentence of imprisonment, a sentence of prison time for the 
failure to pay outstanding fines;  

(iv) are serving a term of imprisonment solely for the failure to pay outstanding fines;  

(v) were recorded as having no fixed abode at the time of their sentencing; and  

(vi) were sentenced for a crime subject to a maximum penalty of two years or less?  

Mr D.T. REDMAN replied: 

(a) As at 28 February 2011, there were 4668 prisoners in adult facilities. 

(b) (i)  Due to data reporting limitations only the number of prisoners on medication for a mental 
illness on any given day is available. As of 1 April 2011 there were 615 prisoners which 
equates to 14 per cent of the population on antipsychotic medication. 

(ii) As the Department does not assess for intellectual disability there are difficulties associated 
with providing accurate statistics in terms of the proportion of prisoners in adult custodial 
facilities with an intellectual disability within a given date range. 

However, as at 17 May 2011 of the 4640 prisoners in adult custodial facilities there are 90 
prisoners with a Disability Services Unit alert (identified intellectual disability; suspected 
intellectual impairment or acquired brain injury (ABI) of which 24 meet the following criteria 
and are registered clients of the Disability Services Commission:  

a.  scored significantly below average on a recent, formal intellectual assessment  
b.  demonstrated significant current deficits in adaptive behaviour 

Both conditions are required to have been evident prior to the person 
reaching 18 years of age. 

(iii) As at 28 February 2011 there were nine cases where prisoners were cutting out Fine Default 
concurrent with time served for other sentence types. 

(iv) As at 28 February 2011, there were 13 cases where prisoners were cutting out Fine Default 
only without serving time for other sentence types and without having current remand 
warrants. There were a further eight prisoners serving time for Fine Default Only who had a 
Remand Warrant Current at the same time. 

(v) Of the prisoners in prison as at 28 February 2011, the Total Offender Management System 
records 2 prisoners as having as their last known address 'No Fixed Address' or 'No Fixed 
Abode'. 

(vi) Information not available on DCS offender systems. 
 


